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Preface
The daily notes of Mohammad Ali Forooghi (Daka’ulmulk) is a valuable
sovenir from its earlier owner, my esteemed friend Hasan Rahaward who has
presented it to the Library of Islamic Consultative Assembly in 1387 Sh.
That time by reading fifty pages of the handwritten notebook, I came to know
the quality of notes from several aspects like:
- getting information about the family life of Forooghis.
- the cultural and political condition of Iran during six months of the years
1321 and 1322 A.H. ie. the year before the issuance of firman for
constitutionalism.
- knowledge of the mentalities of ‘Allama Mohammad Qazwini during his
youth period and the degree of his association and frequentation with
Forooghi and the cultural attachments and aspirations of these two in respect
of Iranian history and literature.
This notebook is in oblong size and for accounting works, ruled and printed

in Europe or India. The writings are in 110 pages in Forooghi’s handwriting.



4 Daily Notes of Mohammad Ali Forooghi

Forooghi has written some matters about weather, his health condition, foods
and income and expenditure of the day and has noted down the figures in two
ruled columns of the notebook in the proportion of dinar ( shahi) and qiran
(rial). Half of the notebook has remained blank, i.e. from the place Forooghi
had abandoned the notewriting because of the anxiety and breavedness about
his indisposed condition.

Mohammad Ali Forooghi (1294 AH. - 1321 Sh.) was the son of writer, poet
and historian Mohammad Hosein Daka’ulmulk (whose pen name is
Forooghi) and he was the son of Mohammad Mahdi Arbab, one of the traders
of Isfahan. Mohammad Ali had two brothers and three sisters, the name of his
brother was Abolhasan (1263 - 1338 Sh.) and he left behind a son named
Abdollah. Abolhasan khan, mostly lived in his brother’s house and passed
away in Tehran.

From the sisters, one was the wife of Mahmood Wiqar-al-Saltana-i-Shirazi
and the other was the spouse of Brigadier General Abdurrazzaq Khan
Baghayeri-i-Mohandis and the third one did not marry.

Forooghi married Payandeh Khanom (daughter of Mir Panj who was Reza
Quli Khan-i-Nizam-al-Saltana’s sister’s child) in the first half of
Rabi‘-al-Awwal, 1321 A.H.) and got four sons from her. This lady fell
seriously sick from the middle of 1322 A H. and naturally resulted in unrest of
Forooghi’s soul and body and finally due to the same sickness died at the age
of about 30 years.

The life of Forooghi was sometimes calm and peaceful but always and



preface 5

throughout it was along with cultural or official work and sometimes in
political disturbance and unevenness specially at three times of premiership:
first time in the course of change of kingship from Qajar to Pahlavi when in
the begining he was appointed as acting prime minister and then directly
prime minister and was executive of the coronation ceremony of Reza Shah.
Second time, taking charge of premiership and passing the period of
semi-disfavoured. Third time, it was becoming prime minister in the event of
third Shahriwar when for safeguarding the peace of country and establishing
the stability of country in the military occupation crisis of the country, he
announced the resignation of Reza Shah and caused his son to become
monarch. Naturally each one of these events had difficulties for him but the
circumstances of none of them are known to us. Any how, he suffered heart
attack during the tenure of minister of court.

Forooghi, at the age of twenty six - twenty seven, has penned down these
notes and in those days too he was engaged in writing works of daily Tarbiyat
(founded by his father since 1317 A.H.) and also taught in ‘Ilmiya,
Muzaffariya, Khirad and ‘Ulim-i-Siyasi schools - where his father was
principal. All these notes belong to 151 days. The writings in the months of
first half are very passionate and full of matter and from the middle become
short due to serious sickness of his spouse and two of his sisters. He has even
sometimes written the events after few days of the happening. Forooghi, in
these days, is tired, fed up and gloomy to the extent that his pen has

mentioned the escape and suicide.



6 Daily Notes of Mohammad Ali Forooghi

On many pages of the copy some words or phrases are blackened by black ink
pen (the original writing is in violet colour) in such a way that they are not
readable. If these blurrings are not done by Forooghi himself, probably it has
been done later by one of his children.

Iraj Afshar
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